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The housing project approved in April 2010 for the
Chamberlain Group has made a step forward. The pro-
posal has recently been modified with regard to the four
houses along Bunker Hill. These homes will be reduced
in size from the approved size of approximately 3,800
square feet to about 2,700 square feet, and the garages
will be reduced from 3-car to 2-car garages. There will
be no changes to the open space parcel or the required
conservation easement.

The County has let us know that the project will be
implemented in phases: the first phase will be construc-
tion on the four lots on Bunker Hill (at the smaller
house size) and creation of the 93+ acre open space par-
cel that will be protected forever through a conservation
easement. Construction of the seven homes on the
Ticonderoga, Cowpens, and Cobblehill lots would fol-
low at a later date and would occur in accordance with
all the conditions of approval established in April 2010.

Update On The Chamberlain Project
by Sam Naifeh, HCA Land Committee Chair

A great big thank you to the
Highlanders who have volun-
teered to be HCAArea Reps for
2011: Davis Barch, Florence
Beier, JP Bernard, Arline and
Phil Dixon, Margaret
Errington, Christine Foote,
James Goodman, Bob
Gutierrez, Jonathan Horton,
Betty Jue, Davaid Krakower,
Jack Kundin, Sylvia
Merkadeau, Liesje Nicolas,
Aleth and Dixon Reilley, Niar
Thorpe, Etienne Vick, Eva
Voisin, and Michael Xie and
Cindy Zhou.
The HCA and our community

appreciate your efforts to make
our membership drive a success!

Our 2011 HCA membership
drive is off to a great start,
thanks to the nearly 170 mem-
bers who have joined already!
Your HCAArea Reps will be
knocking on your door to
remind you to join or renew
your membership in the
Highland’s Community
Association (HCA). They can
answer your questions about the
HCA and relay any concerns
you have about the community
to the HCA Board.
Check out our website:

www.HighlandsCommunity.org
to see who your Area Rep is or
to pay your dues.

Area Reps l to r (standing) Dixon Reilley, Aleth
Reilley, Jack Kindin, Arline Dixon, Phil Dixon,
David Krakower, Bob Gutierrez (sitting) Eva
Voisin, Liesje Nicolas, Betty Jue

HCA Membership Drive Is On!
by Liesje Nicolas, HCA Membership Chair
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HCA Board Officers for 2011

President:                    Rick Priola 574-8313
First VP:                       Jean-Pierre Bernard 357-7644
Second VP:                  Gene McKenna 346-7348
Treasurer:                    David Krakower        (415) 398-1100
Secretary:                    Denise Haas 372-0373
lowdown Editor:         Dorothy Greene 341-1752

HCA Committee Chairs for 2011

Land: Sam Naifeh 572-8787
Public Utilities: Wil Pinney 345-2546
Emergency Services: Pam Merkadeau 280-9046
Membership: Liesje Nicolas 773-7805
lowdown Co-Editor Beverley Madden 574-1593
and Technology:

The Highlands

F ROM  THE  H IGHLAND S  COMMUN I T Y  A S SOC I AT ION  

With the rains continuing into
March, it looks like we won’t have to
face water restrictions this year.  It’s
been a very good rainy season for our
gardens.

Public Safety: There have been
several reports lately of individuals
ringing doorbells in the neighborhood,
claiming to be students and asking for

money for a trip to Spain. They say their parents live
in the Highlands, but when asked for their parents’
name or whether they have a license to solicit, they
have no answer, and quickly leave the front door.
There also have been several robberies of cars that
were parked outside. It makes me wonder if the
Highlands has been identified as a good target for
these scams and crimes.
The Sheriff’s deputies remind us to be alert, keep

our eyes open, and immediately call the Sheriff’s
office, 650-363-4763, if we see anyone who behaves
suspiciously or raises questions about what they’re
doing in the neighborhood. The deputies will follow
up appropriately.  
The car robberies have all been to cars that were

parked outside and left unlocked.  Not only should
you lock your car when it’s left outside, but it’s also a
very good idea not to leave anything valuable in the
car, especially on the front seat, when it’s not parked
in your garage.  

4th of July: We need volunteers for all the parts of
our celebration on the 3rd and 4th of July. Participating
in putting on this event is a Highlands tradition, and
you’ll have a good time doing it, too. Whether you
want to help at the fireworks, the parade, the midway,
food booth, tickets, cleanup, we’ll find a place for you.
Call me at 574-8313 to sign up.
Construction Project at the Dam:You won’t be

able to see the work on seisimically upgrading the out

let structures of the Crystal Springs Dam because it
will mostly take place under water. But the project is
underway. The project team has also been surveying
Sawyer Camp Trail. You might occasionally see a truck
on the trail, which is closely coordinated with the San
Mateo County Park Rangers staff for safety. 
Two sources of information about the work are a

24-hour phone line, 1-866-973-1476, and the website,
www.sfwater.org/SCT.

Community Cooking Kick-Off: Don’t forget this
new event to support Highlands School. The location has
been changed to the Siguenzas home. See page 9 for
details. 
As always, I look forward to meeting you and see-

ing you at the HCA meetings. If you have questions
or concerns, please feel free to contact me at
hcapres@gmail.com

HCA Meeting March 22, 7:30 p.m.
Agenda

I.   Call to Order
II.  Review and Approval of the Minutes
III. Sheriff’s Dept/CHP/CDR Cal Fire
IV. Reports
A. First Vice President
B. Second Vice President
C. Treasurer
D. Membership
E. lowdown
F. Public Utilities Committee
G. Emergency Services Committee
H. Land Committee
V.  Old Business
VI. New Business/Announcements
VII. Adjournment

Rick Priola
HCA President
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Free Estimates * Free pick-up & delivery * Free rental car

Two generations of Highlanders providing their neighbors with
personal service and top quality auto body repair.

CALL RICK OR THOM AT 341-1100.
2107 Palm Avenue, San Mateo

by Dorothy Greene for Denise Haas

HCA  M INUTE S  

SAVE ENERGY
92% EFFICIENT RADIANT 

Serving the Highlands
Community Since 1976

650-787-6286

HCA Meeting
February, 22, 2011

I.     Call to Order — The meeting
was called to order at 7:40 p.m.  by
President Rick Priola.
II.    Review and Approval of the
Minutes — A motion to approve the
minutes of the January 25, 2011, was
made by Phil Dixon, seconded by Jack
Kundin and approved unanimously.
III.   Sheriff’s Department/
California Highway Patrol/CDF
No members of the Sheriff’s
Department, Highway Patrol or CDF
were present. Rick Priola reported on
a spate of car burglaries on
Brandywine that had occurred during
February. They were all in cars that
had been left unlocked. Residents
should make sure that cars left out-
side are locked. A reminder will be
included in the March lowdown.
IV.   Reports
A.  First Vice President — Jeff
Schwartz of the Rec Center staff
brought the board up to date on the
Child Care Center construction,
which is proceeding according to
plans.
B. Second Vice President—
Written information about the process
of producing all  parts of the July 4th
celebration is available, and Rick
Priola is working on getting volunteer
chairs for them.
C.  Treasurer — David Krakower
reported that preparation of the 2011
budget will take place in March and
April.
D. Membership — Liesje Nicolas
reported that the membership kickoff
has gone very well. Ninety people
used the envelope and flyer in the

February lowdown to send in dues.
Area Reps met before the HCA meet-
ing and will begin going around their
neighborhoods in March.
E. lowdown — the deadline for the
March lowdown is Feb. 25. Dorothy
Greene announced that the return
address on the lowdown will change
to the HCA mail box address to com-
ply with Post Office regulations.

F. Public Utilities Committee —
James Goodman reported that cur-
rently there are no plans for increas-
ing our sewer charges for 2011.There
is some talk about combining some
current sewer districts into one large
one, but there are many complica-
tions involved. David Krakower
reported that the tall light towers on
Skyline Blvd. near the dam will be
taken down as part of the project to
rebuild the portion of Skyline Blvd.
that is now closed because of the dam
upgrade projects now underway.
G.  Emergency Services
Committee — No report.
H. Land Committee — Sam
Naifeh reported that the Chamberlain
group is reducing the lot sizes and
house sizes on their Ticonderoga
sites. He will write an update on the
Chamberlain project for  the March
lowdown.
V.    Old Business—None
VI.  New Business/
Announcements—None
VII. Adjournment— The meeting
was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
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EEvveerryyoonnee  LLoovveess  tthhee  
44tthh  ooff  JJuullyy  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn!!

NNooww  iiss  tthhee  ttiimmee  ttoo  jjooiinn  tthhee  ffuunn..    
CCaallll  557744--88331133  ttoo  vvoolluunntteeeerr..

SYLVIA MERKADEAU
Preview Property Specialist

Bus 650.558.6840
Res 650.573.9108

merkadeau1@aol.com
www.sylviamerkadeau.com

ence.We will have fun while
building skills in basic tap tech-
nique. Please wear clothes you
can dance in.Tap shoes required.
Parents are welcome to watch.No
Class: 5/4, 5/11.

Horse Riding Lessons
Th 4/14-6/16 4-5 p.m. 

$350/355 
F   4/15-6/17 4-5 p.m. 

$350/355 
C’mon out and ride! 10-ses-

sion program teaches English-seat
riding and horsemanship skills,
such as safe handling, horse
behavior, and grooming at
Glenoaks Stables. Limited class
size for personal  attention, new
friendships and lots of fun. All
children must have a parent sign a
release form before the first ses-
sion. For more information, call
650-854-4955 or email
glenoaksstables@gmail.com. All
lessons will be held at beautiful
Glenoaks Stables at Glenoaks
Equestrian Center, 3639 Alpine
Rd., Portola Valley.

Drum Circle
W  4/20-5/25   12:30-1:30 p.m

$72/77      
Learn to play the drums and

other percussion instruments, such
as shakers, bells, and sticks. We’ll
explore African, Caribbean, and
Latin music styles. We’ll work on
rhythm, technique, how to play in
a group, and also do some singing
and dancing. Come check out the
fun! Drums will be provided for
all students in the class, but stu-
dents can bring drums if they have
them. Class held at Highlands
School.

Japanese Calligraphy
F   4/22-6/10    4:30-5:30 p.m.

$70/75     
Let’s explore the unique brush
stroke of Japanese Calligraphy.
Step-by-step, you learn the fun of
the brush stroke and Japanese lan-
guage. $10 material fee is payable
to the instructor at the first meet-
ing. Ages 9 years old to adult.

Beginning and
Intermediate Guitar

M   3/28-6/13    3-7 p.m.
$200/205  

T   3/29-6/14     3-7 p.m.
$200/205 

Learn how to play the guitar
by focusing on technique and ear
training.This class will de-mystify
the sometimes overwhelming and
confusing technical information
about playing the guitar. The
approach and method is beginner-
friendly and aims to make each
lesson a productive and enjoyable
experience. Teacher Robert ‘Bo’
Razon is a multi-instrumentalist,
arranger, composer, and teacher,
who for nearly three decades has
been studying, researching, teach-
ing, and performing within the
musical genres of Blues, Rock,
Jazz, Latin and World. 30 minute
time slots. 

Ages 6 - Adult
No Class: 4/4, 4/5, 5/30, 5/31.

After-School Hoops
W   4/13-6/8  12:05-1:05 p.m.

$135/140   
Join One-onOne Basketball for

AFTER SCHOOL HOOPS® at
Highlands School. Skilled and
experienced basketball instructors
will conduct a one-hour clinic
each week for you and your
friends. Learn, work hard, get bet-
ter with ONE ON ONE!

Tap Dance
W  4/13-6/15   1:45-2:15 p.m.

$55/60 
Tap for Tots/Tap I (Ages 3-9

yrs):This class is for the little tap
dancer with little or no tap experi-

�Rec Programs: to page 10 
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FOAM ROOFINGFOAM ROOFING
New Construction - Reroofs - Recoats - Repairs
JACKSON CONTRACTING INC.
(650) 578-1500 or (510) 483-1500

Specializing in Spray Polyurethane Foam Roofing and Waterproofing

“The Last Roof You Will Ever Need”

This spring is an especially
exciting time at CSM as we are
eagerly awaiting the completion of
our new signature building,
College Center. To celebrate this
milestone, the college will host a
ribbon cutting and open house on
Thursday, April 14, at 2:30 p.m.
We would like to invite you, as
members of our community, to
attend. Parking is available in
Beethoven, Parking Lot #2.
Following a brief program, the

building will be open for self-guid-
ed tours, campus-based entertain-
ment and refreshments. 
This four-story 140,000 square

foot building located in the heart

of the campus fea-
tures outdoor ter-
races and stunning
views of the San
Francisco Bay Area.
It will serve as the
hub of college life,
providing a “one-
stop” center of stu-
dent services. It is
also the site of the
new Learning

Center, bookstore, cafeteria, digital
media program and the Creative
Arts and Social Science Division
Office. We hope you will be able
to join us for the celebration. 

Community Celebration--You’re Invited 
by Valerie Anderson, President, College of San Mateo

Connect to College

Connect to
College 

A Night of Information for High

School Seniors and Parents

Thursday, April 14, 2011

6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Free and open to the public

CSM Theatre

Parking is available in

Beethoven, Parking Lot #2

Our new inter-
im pastor is Hee-
Soon Kwon, a
native of Korea
who has spent
much time here in

the States. Come  and meet her.
Crystal Springs Players: The

Players have generated some energy
after having to give up on doing a
fall play. We will be presenting a
play in the spring, A Memory of
Water, about three daughters who
return for their mother’s funeral and
compare notes. It is a comedy with
some drama thrown in.  
We open on April 1 with our

usual gala and run April 2, 3, 7, 8,
and 9. Call 650-345-2381 for reser-
vations. Prices are: Gala $20,
Regular $16, Senior $14, Students
& Groups, $12, Thurs., Apr.7, $10.
Combo: On the last Sunday of

the month we take advantage of our
own and visiting musicians to put
together a combo to play more con-
temporary music. Come on down at
10 a.m. and listen to our talented
people. 

Crystal Springs
UMC News
by Steve Schlichter

�UMC News: to page 10
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#1 Highlands Agent

Glenn Sennett
Coldwell Banker

Cell: (650)208-7355

Let a Proven 
Professional
Manage Your

Largest 
Investment!

COMING SOON

1704 Monticello Rd., San Mateo- 4BD/2BA.
Updated Eichler on a big level landscaped lot. 

Listed @ $875,000 
40 Burgoyne Ct., San Mateo - Beautifully

updated 4BD/3BA + office and artist studio on a
level landscaped 10,000+ sq. ft. lot in a cul-de-

sac location. Call for pricing.

CURRENT LISTINGS
20 Lyme Ln., Foster City- 3BD/2.5BA. 
Cul-de-sac location. Reduced to $998,000

2315 Ticonderoga Dr., San Mateo- 
Beautiful townhome 2BD/2.5BA + loft. 

Reduced to $568,000

SOLD
1920 Lexington, SM- Listed @ $1,250,000

Sold for $1,325,000

We usually meet on the
first Tuesday of the month
at 10:15am in the Exercise
Room at the Rec Center.
Our book for April 5 is

The Widow Ginger, by Pip Granger, who
also wrote Not All Tarts Are Apple, an
enjoyable book we read several years ago.
The Widow Ginger is an unconventional
look at life in the East End of London
through the eyes of a world wise child.
On May 3 we will discuss The Soloist,

a true story by newspaper columnist, Steve
Lopez. The story is a portrait of mental ill-
ness, social neglect, and the fight to save a
fallen prodigy.  Lopez puts a face on men-
tal illness and shows how friendship can
change the lives of both the downtrodden
and those who try to help.
Questions, call Jo Nassutti at 345-8915.

Curious, come by and observe.

Highlands Book Club
by Jo Nassutti

Have you signed up yet with SMC ALERT? It’s an  noti-
fication systemadministered by the San Mateo County Office of
Emergency Services that is used to contact you immediately
with important information and updates during urgent or emer-
gency situations by sending text messages to your email
account, cell phone, pager, Smartphone, or other handheld
devices. The service is free, though your phone or device
provider may charge a fee for texts.
When you register, you personalize the locations you want

to include.For example, you might want alerts related to your
your home address, neighborhood, work site, children’s
schools, etc. There are choices for the subjects for alerts too.
For more information about the system and to register in it, 
go to http://www.smcalert.info    

If You Leave Your Car Outside, 
Keep The Doors Locked!

Investigation after car robberies in the
Highlands found that unlocked doors made it

easy for the thieves to help themselves 

lowdown March 2011:August.qxd 3/5/2011 6:27 PM Page 6
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Exclusive Listing & Selling Agent!
16 Successful Years of Experience

Specializing In: 
• Residential Property Counseling & Sales
• Parent/Grandparent Participation Counseling
• Income Property Sales & Exchanges
• Market Analysis & Evaluation
• Probate & Trustee Sales
• Mortgage Delinquency & Short Sales Counseling

For a market analysis and consultation of
your home and to find out more about Simin’s

unique marketing system,

Please call Simin at:  650-558-6844
E-mail:  SiminHashemi@yahoo.com
Website:  www.HomesBySimin.com

HIGHLANDS RESIDENT

Simin Hashemi
Coldwell Banker

Top 1% Nationwide
Senior Marketing

Consultant

Previews Specialist
Relocation Specialist
Direct:(650) 558-6844

SiminHashemi@yahoo.com

Tasty Treats @ Crystal Springs Village is 
now OPEN on Sundays!

We specialize in
• lunch & dessert crepes     • gelato
• smoothies                          • very reasonable prices 

Come in and see our newly expanded menu, 
including gelato milk shakes & 

the smoked salmon crepe.
We’re open 11 am to 8 pm Friday & Saturday, 

11 am to 7 pm  Sun., Mon., Wed. & Thurs., 
Closed Tuesdays

Call 650-312-1579 for takeout.

PIERSON
20TH CENTURY DESIGN

MID CENTURY DANISH MODERN
AND FOUND INDUSTRIAL OBJECTS

BUY SELL
WED – FRI 2 TO 6
SAT 12 TO 5

AND BY CHANCE OR APPOINTMENT
1630 PALM AVE. SAN MATEO 94402

650.341.3500
WWW.PIERSONMODERN.COM

Did You Know?
Many Peninsula residents

have been composters for years,
but for those who have never
attempted it, questions arise
about how to handle the food
scraps and the small plastic pails
we all received to hold  them. It
can get messy and sticky to col-
lect food scraps for a week in an
unlined pail.
Here’s the solution, thanks to

the rethinker, the quarterly
newsletter of the South Bayside
Waste Management Authority,
Rethinkwaste--the regional agency
that help local communities
reduce waste through innovative
programs and partnerships and by
managing service contracts. 

You can use compostable bags
to line your pail or your cart, but
they have to be products approved
by the Biodegradable Plastics
Institute. These are available at
some local stores. You can also
line your pail with newspaper,
paper bags or paper towels and
empty all of the contents together
into the compost cart. 

The rethinker also reminds us
to put our carts away and out of
sight after they are emptied. Go to
www.RethinkWaste.org, or www.
RecologySan MateoCounty.com
for more information. 

Looking forward to warmer
weather and the benefits of the
generous rainfall we’ve had, the
lowdown is hoping to begin a col-
umn about gardening ideas and
hints that are especially appropri-
ate for the Highlands  weather
conditions, soil, and environment. 
We are ready to compile items

that come as email or attachments
to lowdowneditor@gmail.com, but
would enthusiastically welcome
anyone who would offer their gar-
dening experience and expertise to
review and organize the submis-
sions received or write some arti-
cles.. Pretty clearly, the lowdown
editor has a brown thumb. Help!

Spring is Coming!
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Highlands lowdown

Editor and Business Manager:
Dorothy Greene  

phone: 650-341-1752
email: lowdowneditor@gmail.com
mailing address:1879 Lexington Ave.,

San Mateo, CA 94402

The lowdown is published monthly
except August and December by the
Highlands Community Association
(HCA), 1851 Lexington Ave, San
Mateo, CA 94402. Entire contents
copyright 2010 by The Highlands
Community Association, except
where noted. All rights reserved.
Opinions expressed are those of

the contributors. Acceptance of
advertising does not constitute
endorsement of any products by the
HCA. Editor reserves the right to
accept or reject and/or edit any
material submitted for publication.
Articles, Letters, and Photos must

include your name, address and
phone number. Any material accept-
ed may be edited to fit space or low-
down standards. Items may be sub-
mitted through any of the following
means, in order of preference: email
lowdowneditor@gmail.com, or typed
double spaced, or legibly handwrit-
ten. Photos can be color or
black/white and can be delivered to
the email or postal address. Mail or
drop off contributions to lowdown,
1879 Lexington Ave., SM 94402.

Ads should be submitted in
electronic format, preferably
Microsoft Word or Quark. Display
ad rates are $12.50 per column inch.
Ask about inserts. Classified ads
must be paid for in advance. Cost:
$3 up to 15 words, $1 for each addi-
tional five words. Classified ads are
free for anyone giving away or
swapping Eichler fixtures or provid-
ing repair tips.
Neither the lowdown nor the

HCA is responsible for the accu-
racy of any information in the
display or want ads. Readers are
encouraged to check that licens-
es are current and to get refer-
ences. Subscriptions for non-resi-
dents of the Highlands are $25
per year. Individual issues are
$2.50 each,if available.

Services offered include training reinforcement, 
exercise, and overnight care for 

your loving critters.

Are you taking care of an eld-
erly person? Do you need help
making arrangements or providing
care? Lately, we have noticed
many inquiries about this; as a
result, there is consideration of a
“caregiver” support group to fill
the void. For more information,
call Dianne Weitzel at  571-6122,
or e-mail kona_caves@juno.com.  
Senior Net members (and all

Highlanders as well) are invited to
a pot-luck lunch on Tuesday, April
12. We will gather at the Rec
Center at 11 a.m. for a presentation
“The Rec Center and You,” which
will cover all the exciting new
plans for children, for adults, for
seniors--in other words, for all of
us. Then we can eat all the goodies
everyone will bring. How’s that
for a social network?
At long last--a reasonable way

for older adult non-drivers in the
Highlands to get around. Of
course, you do have to plan ahead

a bit, but imagine the freedom to
come and go as you need! The
Peninsula Jewish Community
Center offers transportation for
doctor appointments, shopping, or
personal appointments in San
Mateo County on a first-come
first-served basis. The cost is $5
for a door-to-door round trip. Call
(650) 378-750 no later than the
Thursday of the week before the
date you want.  
Monday dates are March 14,

21, 28, and April 4, 11,18.
Tuesday dates are March 1, 8, 15,
22, 29, and April 5, 12, 26. Friday
dates are March 4, 11,18, 25 and
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. No same
day requests will be taken.
Of course, our own Rec Center

staff continues to provide free
door-to-door transportation to
shopping at Crystal Springs
Shopping Center every Tuesday
morning.  Call Jeff at 341-4251 to
reserve.

Senior Network News
by Barbra Cohn

It’s Membership Time!

To join or renew your membership in the HCA, send in your
dues  of $30 and any contribution for the 4th of July to
HCA 205 De Anza Blvd #49, San Mateo, CA 94402-3989.

Questions: email liesjenicolas@gmail.com
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Highlands School News
by Mary Tsao

Recycling News: Highlands
parent Jay Beard is organizing the
recycling efforts at our school.
This program earns us money that
we use for field trip scholarships.
Please bring your plastic bottles
and cans to the school playground,
and Jay will make sure they get to
the Recycling Center. Please sepa-
rate your plastics and cans into
different bags. Thank you, Jay!
PTA General Meeting to fea-

ture Kidpower: The next PTA
general meeting and parent educa-
tion night will be on Monday,
March 28 at 7 p.m. in the
Highlands School LGI room. It
will feature speakers from
Kidpower, which is a nonprofit
organization whose vision is to
work together to create cultures of
caring, respect, and safety for all.
Their mission is to teach people of
all ages and abilities, especially
children in need, to use their
power to stay safe, act wisely, and
believe in themselves. The
“People Safety” skills taught by
Kidpower prepare individuals to
be emotionally and physically safe
with others and with themselves.
You don’t have to be a parent

of a Highlands School student to
come. Childcare will be provided.

District Superintendent
Retiring: San Mateo-Foster City
School District Superintendent
Pendery Clark plans to retire on
July 1. The district Board of
Trustees is hiring a search firm to
find a replacement superintendent.
If you want your voice heard
about what you think the needs
are for our school and this district,
contact the district board. You can

find  information on the district
website at www.smfc.k12.ca.us.

Volunteers needed for the
2011-2012 PTA Executive
Board: The PTA (Parent Teacher
Association) is a group of parents,
teachers and staff working togeth-
er to make our children's educa-
tion the best possible. Are you
ready to serve your school by vol-
unteering on the PTA Executive
Board? There are many positions
that allow you to get even more
involved at Highlands Elementary.
Contact Kevin McGowan at
chomcgowan@yahoo.com to be
considered by the nominating
committee. 

Dates for your Calendar
March 19 –  Community  Cook-
Off
March 23 – Family Dinner
Night at Our Place (Tell your serv-
er you’re from Highlands!)
March 24 – Report cards
March 28 – PTA General Meeting
and Parent Education Night
April 1 – Minimum day
April 4 through April 9 –
Spring Break
April 20 – Open House

Cook-Off Moves to
the Siguenzas

The 1st
Annual
Highland
Community
Cook-Off on
Saturday,
March 19,
has been
moved from
the Rec
Center to the

home of the Siguenza family,
2252 Allegheny., but all the other
details about the event haven’t
changed.
It begins at 6:30 p.m., and tick-

ets cost $50. If you are participat-
ing as a chef in the competition,
your ticket is free! You can pur-
chase tickets and find out every-
thing you want to know about the
Cook-Off on its  website:
http://www.highlandscookoff.com,
or by phoning Linda Siguenza,
(650) 315-5931.
This is truly  a community

event, with cooks of all genera-
tions and a variety of cooking
styles participating. It’s something
to look forward to. Yum, Yum!
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�Rec Programs:  from page 4 

Spring Camp 2011
April 4-8   7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Weekly fee $250/255

Field trip to Jungle Island & Lone
Hill Park on 4/7

Daily fee $60/65
Field Trip Day fee $70/75
Our Spring Camp will be filled

with engaging activities and a
memorable field trip to keep your
child entertained all week long.
Stop by the office or give us a call
at (650)341-4251 to sign up today.

Kids Nite Out
3/18/11  6-10pm  $25/Child with

$5 sibling discount
Take advantage of an evening

out while your kids are having a
fun-filled night at the Rec. We’ll
provide a pizza dinner and a
movie.

Relocating in the Sacramento Area

More than seven-million resi-
dents across the Bay Area now
have access to the 211 helpline
with the official launch of the
service in San Mateo County in
February. 211 is an easy-to-
remember, toll-free phone number
that connects callers with local
community services, such as food,
shelter, counseling, employment
assistance, quality child care, vol-
unteer opportunities and more. 
San Mateo County is the final
county in the Bay Area to receive
211 service, completing the 211
regional network, which now
serves 12 counties. 

Last year, 211 assisted more
than 218,000 Bay Area callers, up
6% from 2009.  The service is
confidential and available 24 hours
a day in more than 150 languages. 
“Launching 211 in San Mateo

County makes finding help, and
giving it, a lot easier,” said Anne
Wilson, chief executive officer of
United Way of the Bay Area. “The
helpline enables residents to quick-
ly navigate the maze of govern-

ment and nonprofit agencies that
provide health and human services
in San Mateo County.” She noted
that without 211, people often call
several agencies before getting
through to the correct service,
while many give up before finding
the help they need.   
211 is also an integral compo-

nent of the county’s disaster-
response infrastructure and will
alleviate misuse of 911 for non-
emergencies. During a disaster,
211 provides critical information
about evacuation routes, food and
shelter, as well as support with
finding new jobs and permanent
housing during long-term recovery.

Residents from around the Bay
Area can visit ww.211bayarea.org
to search the region-wide database
of services.Information about 211
nationally can be found at
www.211.org. United Way partners
closely with San Mateo’s Com-
munity Information Program (CIP)
to update and maintain the 211 San
Mateo County database, which is
the backbone of the helpline.     

Launch of 211 Helpline in San Mateo
County Completes 211 Regional Network
by Maria Stokes, United Way of the Bay Area

Our Sunday School has been
growing. If you would like your
child to participate, the school is
held every Sunday at 10 a.m.,
except the first Sunday of the
month when the kids remain in the
regular service.

�UMC News: from page 5 
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C LA S S I F I ED  ADVERT I S I NG

IMPROVE YOUR GRADES NOW! All
subjects for students in grades K to 8. Math
groups a specialty. Lessons based on student's
skill level and learning style. Credentials:
Special Education and Professional, Clear
Multisubject. Call Cindy at 533-8913 or e-
mail cindystutorial@yahoo.com
MASSAGE THERAPY - here in your neigh-
borhood. Certified and 10 yrs experience.
Only $55/hr.  $25 extra at your house. Call
Marisa at 483-7395.
PLUMBING/REMODELING/OPEN
DRAINS, replace water heaters. All jobs wel-
come. Lic/bonded. Highlands resident. Call
650-921-9711.
MAYRA'S HOUSE AND WINDOW
CLEANING - Reliable, dependable, many
Highlands references. Call 299-8985 for
free consultation.
RESPONSIBLE 8th GRADER 
AVAILABLE to pet-sit dogs or small ani-
mals. Call Jonathan at 346-4215.
WANTED: CRIB AND HIGH CHAIR
Gramma  Brenda 349-7698.

SHUTTERS FOR SALE – Gently used
Plantation shutters being replaced due to
remodel.  Wood with matte white lacquer fin-
ish.  Made custom for Eichler living/dining
room (115-1/4” tall) and bedrooms (46-3/4”
tall).  Please call 650-888-2585.
PET SITTER/DOG WALKER
Do you need pet care by a mature Highland’s
resident mom who is available mornings and
late afternoon/evenings? Call Leslie at 
650-578-1087. Great local references
COMPUTER GURU FOR HIRE Need help
setting up a MAC or PC? Want to go wireless
in your Eichler or learn how to use that new
iPod? Technical handyman ranging from com-
puters to home audio/video – no job too small.
Local IT professional. Call Uy at 773-6356.
LOCAL HIGHLANDS HONEY 
New, from our site on the slopes – “Bunker
Hill Blend.” Other local flavors available.
Raw, no chemicals or medications.
odfrank@earthlink.net, 650-345-2008.
RETIRED BUILDING CONTRACTOR
looking for smaller jobs, including dry rot
repair, tile work, windows, crown molding,
and roof skylights. References about license
available. Call 650-637-7748.

The Highlands

MAUI - TWO BEDROOM BEACH
condo. Call  341-1963.
WANT TO BUY – Fresh Décor black and
white, also black, white, and red dinnerware.
These pieces in paisley pattern were sold by
Safeway during holidays 2009 & 2010.
Please call Priscilla at (650) 430-9694.
ROBERT’S HANDYMAN SERVICE
Remodeling, bathrooms, fences, stucco, small
jobs. Highlands references available. Call
650-771-6952.
HDTV WALL INSTALLATIONS - Wall
fish cable, phone & CAT5/6 home network.
Audio/Visual specialist. E-mail joel-
com@comcast.net or phone 650-759-6511.
MEDINA HOUSECLEANING 
SERVICE - residential/commercial/ 
windows/carpets. Highlands references for 13
years. Licensed, insured. 408-509-3448.
HANDYMAN, REMODELING, 
SIDING decks, fences and painting.
Reasonable rates. 25-years experience/15
years with Eichlers. Call Mike Kinsey,
650-679-4552.

Allstate Insurance: Bob O'Loughlin 286-2140
& Mike Munday 286-2141

Alterations to Go 341-6360
The Bar Method (Yoga, Pilates, Ballet ) 573-3330
California Cancer Care 341-9131
Crystal Springs Chiropractic, Dr. Jordan Savara 574-1456
Crystal Cleaning Center 342-6978
Dental Care -- opening soon
Crystal Springs Fish & Poultry 212-7921
Crystal Springs Pet Hospital 341-3438
Citibank (West) FSB 525-9028
CVS Pharmacy (572-2514, Drive Up) 572-2438

Design Jewelry 345-7870
Dianda’s Italian Pastry 570-6260
Esposto's Deli (Catering) 525-1970
Japanese Kitchen Wakuriya 286-0410

Stephen R. John, D.D.S., Periodontics 571-1900
Little Hunan Restaurant (Home Delivery) 571-1575
Merry Maids 572-8200 
Papagayo Mexican Grille (Catering) 578-1966
Rainbow Pizza (Home Delivery) 571-1848
Realty World, Martinelli Properties 578-1300
Renew Laser Clinic, Dr. Adele Makow, 341-3600

Laser Skin Care
Renew Life Center, Dr, Julieta Gabiola 341-3600

Primary Care, Internal Medicine
Ritz Salon & Spa 570-5750
Safeway 341-4039
Shoe Repair 349-4209
Starbucks Coffee 345-0483
Tasty Treats 312-1579
U.S. Postal Services 570-5562
Wireless Link-Verizon 577-9700

Hwy 280 or 101 to Hwy 92 • De Anza Blvd., Polhemus Road • San Mateo, CA

The Feeling of a Country Village           San Mateo's Own Quality Shopping Village

March 2011

lowdown March 2011:August.qxd 3/5/2011 6:27 PM Page 11



EMERGENCY
NUMBERS 

HHiigghhllaannddss  CCoommmmuunniittyy  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn
221155  DDee  AAnnzzaa  BBllvvdd....,,  ##4499
SSaann  MMaatteeoo,,  CCAA  9944440022

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage Paid
San Mateo CA

Permit #189
Sheriff:
Fire: 
Medical:

From Cell Phone:                 363-4911
PGE                             800 743-5000
Cal Water                            343-1808
Fire Prevention: 573-3846
Sheriff’s Office: 363-4763

911

Printed on recycled paper

A  V I EW  F ROM  THE  H IGHLAND S

A few months ago I met another dad who lives on my
street. He was trying to place me - just another balding
beige dad - and then the answer zapped him like a capital
“S” on a Kindergarten report card. He looked at me with a
devilish grin and said in a low hushed voice, “You’re the
house with all the kids in the front yard.” Bam. ID’d by
the glaring anomaly of kids at free play. I felt, strangely,
wrongly accused.       
This guy got me thinking. Of all the houses on my

street, I could only think of one other that sometimes had
kids playing in the front yard. And those kids were kids I
knew because they were often playing at our house too.
Then I thought about the Highlands. There were a few
front yards with rope tree swings swaying in the trees, but
I could count them on one hand. 
I now had a strange heightened sensitivity to finding

kids at play - kids swooning on swings, brewing flower
petal tea; kids tending to delicate fairy hideouts, kids soar-
ing with capes made of dated tablecloths holding tree
branch scepters raised to the heavens. But all I saw was
yard after yard of landscaped yet kid barren zones.
So then I started rationalizing all this. Maybe the kids

just aren’t home. A lot of families have two working
adults. The kids are in after-school care, activities, and
play dates until dinner time. But that didn’t answer why I
didn’t see the kids on the weekends. Then the safety factor
hit me, hard. Mountain lions—they’ve been spotted in the
Highlands and on Sawyer Camp. Kid snatchers—glaring
Amber a propagate our fears, yet abductions occur today at
the same rate as 30 years ago. Roads and cars—kids could

run in the street, or worse yet, a car could come crashing
into a yard. One afternoon a driver lost control on the curve
upstream of our house, drove over our lawn and landed in
the shrub that borders our yard. It  still remains severed.
With life comes risk and dangers of all kinds. There’s the

sick malice of terrorism and unintentional horrors like the
gas explosion tragedy in nearby San Bruno. As parents,
there are some risks and dangers you can and should try to
mitigate, like putting medications out of reach and making
sure you teach your kids to look both ways before crossing.
Others, there’s just no way to prepare. The randomness of
life happens and your kid may get caught up in it, for the
worse.  It is very scary, and makes me want to hide my kids
in a safe place and wait it all out. 
But kids won’t always be able to call on us when they

need help. They need an ongoing dose of a parent-free kid-
space to build their internal skill set. Kids just play differ-
ently when adults aren’t around watching their every move,
dictating how they play, anxious to smother - or better yet
prevent - every boo boo. 

That gap in our shrub is still there. To me it’s a silent
but glaring reminder that danger really can happen right in
your front yard. But it’s also a reminder that I can’t let irra-
tional fears nor can I let myself hold my kids back. The kids
were playing outside the very next day, without my watchful
eye. As they happily dart about thick in imagination, climb-
ing the lemon tree to seek refuge from the nipping Sheltie
intruder, they are soaking up the joys and important lessons
that only a kid who is free will find.

Parent-Free Zoneby David Dobbs
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